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0 0 0 ette rear ng inc eased unding fo 
• t • I s 1. , __ in io· .a , st te, and local parks regret 
response, but you letter w s misplaced and only 

e ,e c e m esk. 

ec te your support for all of our parks -- from the 
•con je els" to the lesser known urban an~ wildlan?- parks --

11 
c m y consider to represent. 11 th~ b~st idea ~mer1,ca e~er. had .. 

9 0 are aware, my Administration insisted during negotiations 
• gress on the bipartisan balanced budget agreement that 

a __ i ional $700 million be provided for priority federal land 
c · s·t·o sand ·exchanges. Secretary Babbitt and Secretary 
• ic man are leading the formulation of the Administra·tion' s 

rec mme ... _a ions on priori,ty projects for special funding with 
ese new funds. We will give serious consideration in our final 

el .... er t • ans to your vie,ws on the need for state funding from 
· he and and ater Conservation Fund. 

_:_ h regard t 10 your recommendation of a rev,iew of America I s 
system of parks to determine their needs and how they can best be 
addressed, the ational Park Service is developing, with signifi­
cant public input, a strategic plan and goals under the auspices 
o t e Government Performance and Results Act of 1993. In addition, 
Congress recently reauthorized the National Park System Advisory 
Board to ensure that you and other leading park advocates have the 
opportunity to have input in the park management decision-making 
P ocess The NPS will closely review your recommendations as it 
considers the new roles and responsibilities of the reauthorized 

I 

.&;·""""vi sory Board . 

• 

gain thank you for sharing your views and fo your continuing 
support of our parks. 

Sincerely, 

BC/TFS/RSM/RLM/JAD/JAD/emu-efr-efr-efr 
ad ms. j h) (Correa. #3629774) 

c. ~~Dionne Hr y, 249 
~~~E TO LYNN CUTLE ROOM 106 FORD SPATCH 

CC: 
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I DRAFT OF BC LETTER 
II 

INITIALS: BC I tED I 

DRAFT DATE / LETTER DATE : Aug 

CLEAR WITH: WHCC: 

CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESSED TO: 
Mr John H. Adams" /{J . d 

.J, • Rockefeller tt.enry L. D1amon , y•~ • Larry ' 
.A. Patrick F. Noonan . . 
,,. American Conservation Assoc1.at1on, Inc. 

30 Rockefeller Plazn 
New York, New York 10112 

DOCUMENT TZTLE: /slr/p/adams.john . tfs 

CORRESPONDENCE#: 3629774 

cc: Dionne Hardy, 0MB, 24 9 
OEOB 
Lynn Cutler, IGA, 106 OEOB 
whCC: Mayor Victor Ashe 
P.O. Box 1631 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37901 

APPROVAL/ENCLOSURES/SPECIALINSTR: 
This is VERY old. I forwarded this t.o 0MB 
in February and asked them to respond per 
CEQ. However, a letter never went ou~ to 
Adams, et. al. Now the mayor of Kno~ville 
is asking about the letter. IGA said the 
letter should be POTUS sig. for pol. 
reasons. Draft is from OMB/Energy, 
Natural Resources, and Environment 
Division and cleared by Lynn Cutler. 

fl(_ g,t c;f 
Thank you for your letter regarding ote!ls to protec~ our ~tion' s parks'<!) 

f'!'OOl----.co&-l~_tbreat.s-.n<l-det-e-rioratA:-eR.' . I regret fhe delay in 
,_...- o .. J.vy I' ~'-1-

response, but1 for eome ~~-son tour letter,J-us-t reached my desk. 

I ~reciate your support for all of our parks - - from the II crown jewels 11 

tol\.lesser known urban and wildland parks - - that many consider to 

represent II the best idea America ever had. 11 Youf -~ec~mmen¥ 

increased funding from the Land and Water Conservation Fund for land 

acquisitions in national, state, and local parks. 

As you are aware, the Administration .insisted during negotiations with 

Congress on the Bipartisan Balanced Budget Agreement that an additional 

$700 million be provided for priority federal land acquisitions and 

exchanges. Secretary Babbitt and Secretary Glickman are co -chairing the 

formulation of the AdmLnistration' s recommendations on priority projects 

N 1r, l 2 l997 





•• • 
• Tracy F. Sisser 

Record Type· Record 

To: Dionne HardyJOMB/EOP 

07/14/97 03:32:50 PM 

cc: Peter G. Umhofer/CEQ/EOP, James A. Dorskind/WHO/EOP 
Subject: letter to the American Conservation Association 

Dionne -

I've been asked about a letter from the American Conservation Association signed by 
John H. Adams, Harry L. Diamond, Patrick F. Noonan, and Larry Rockefeller regarding the 
national park system. The incoming is dated 1/31/97. Has this gone out yet? I know that I 
inquired about this letter a couple of times a few months ago, and refaxed it to you for processin1 
Please let me know what the outcome on this was as soon as possible. (IGA is following up on i1 
and would like to know if the letter ever went out.) 

Thanks. 
Tracy 



08/0 /9 0 :01 .0 ,PM 

Recor Typ : 

To: Lynn G. Cu1t r/WIHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subjec : I tte,-r re: _ 1ic 1 I Cot1s rv tion A,ssoci _ ior, 

Lyr11,n -

iin lly got he r _ft from 0MB for h letter fro~ t e Ameri 1can Conservatio~ Association, which w_as 
1orw, _rd1_ by _ ayor Ashe. Please let n1e ,know 1f you have any problems with the text. If not, I will 

s n _ it for rocessiing Ma·yor Ashe will' receiv·e a copy of the letter. 

Th n s v1ery mtich fo,r y ,our patience. - Tracy 

T1han1 k you t·or your :letter rIegar1din,g step,s to protect our Nation 1 s 
_ ar , s f1rom acceler,ating threats and deterioration~ I regret the delay 

in resp1onse, Ibut, for s,ome reason, your letter just reached my d,,esk. 

I appreciate your support for al of our parks -- from t 1he 11 crown1 
jewels'' to les,ser 1known urban and wildlIa,nd parks -- that man,y co,nsid,er 
to .represent 11 t Ihe best idea America1 ever had ,.," Your letter recommends 
increased funding from the Land, a,n,d Water Co1nservation F1und for l1and 
acquisitior1s in 1national,, 'State, and local 1parks,. 

A.s y 101u are aware, my Adm'inistration insisted during negotiations with 
Congress on he IBipartis,an Bal.anced Budget Agreement that an 
additio,nal ,$700 million be provided for priority fed'eral l,and 
acquis:itions and exchanges. Secretary 8 ,abbitt andl Secretary Glickman 
are cI0-chairing t 1he formulation ,of the Administration's 
recommen,d,ations on prio,rity projects for s,pecial funding with the 1new 
unds obtain,ed in t 1he BB.A. We will ,Qi 've ,seriou,s 1consider,ation in our 
ina1I delib,er ti ,o s to y io,ur views ,on the need for .state-side funding 

from th 1e Land and Water Conserv1a'tion Fu,nd. 

Your lette1r also recommends 1a review of America 1 s sys em of 1parks to 
etermi e what th 1e needs are and how ,hey can best be a:ddresse ·.. In 

part, he Natio11al Park Service (NPS) i's r,esponding to this 
recomm 1endatio11 by developin , wi ".h sign1fica1nt public i:nput, a 
tra e ic plan an • - oats ur11der t ihe uspices of the Government 

P rtorm nee • nd Results Act of 1993. n add'tion, Congress recen ly 
r -a tl1oriz 1 d ·he, Na ion all P'ark Sy . te·m Advisory Board! to en1 ur J a 











• • • Tracy F. Sisser 

Record Type: Record 

To : Lynn G. Cutler/WHO/EOP 

cc : 
Subject: Re : correspondence 

07/30/97 02:38:42 PM 

OK 0MB will provide draft language for POTUS sig. I'll run it by you when it comes back. (Should 
be back today or tomorrow.) 

I' ll forward the letter from Mayor Finkbeiner to you. Undoubtedly, the President will have the 
opportunity to correspond with the mayor some time in the near future. 

Thanks, Tracy. 

----------- -- ---- ----- Forwarded by Tracy F. Sisser/WHO/EOP on 07/30/97 02:08 PM---------------------------

Record Type: 

Lynn G. Cutler 
I 07/30/97 02:03:08 PM 
I 
I 

Record 

To: Tracy F. Sisser/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: Re: correspondence 11 

I know it' s really late to have the President sign the letter on the rivers, etc., but it would sure help 
me politically if he could, with a line of apology about the delay. THanks. 

You can do a POTUS letter to Finkbeiner if you want, or I'll do it the way I'm doing the others . 
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AMERICAN CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION, I NC. 

Th President 
The \\'hite Hous 
\\'ashington, D.C. 20500 

Dear . fr. President: 

0 ROCI\LH. L.UrR PLAZA , NEW YORK , N .Y 10112 

January 3 I , 1997 

Our parks are in peril but--like Theodore Roosevelt--you have a grand opportunity. That 
is what leading park advocates who write you this letter believe. We stand ready, along with all 
Americans who care about parks, to work with you. Strong leadership is essential to saving parks 
from accelerating threats and deterioration. We look to you--and so does history. 

This letter is being written to you by members of the Executive Committee of the 
American Conservation Association. In order to provide the best advice possible, we convened a 
group of experienced and knowledgeable people to help us. The group included former Governor 
and Secretary of the Interior Cecil Andrus, Knoxville Mayor and former President of the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors Victor Ashe, state natural resource and park leaders, as well as heads of 
national park and historic organizations. A list of the group is attached. 

We address the issue of parks broadly--not only in the sense of traditional national, state, 
and local parks, but also in terms to include greenways, open space, and historical and cultural 
resources . Those resources are part of what defines the American character, and our failure to 
cherish these places is a reflection on that character. 

The problems are very real . The basic federal program to help states and local 
governments acquire and develop their park systems, the Land and Water Conservation Fund, has 
provided little or no assistance for almost a decade. This is a shortsighted breach of the promise 
made to the American people when the outer continental shelf oil drilling revenues were dedicated 
to the Fund And how can it be that the state assistance program under the Fund, which has 
supported the creation of thousands of local parks and recreational facilities, may receive no 
funding at all in the Administration's FY98 budget request? The national park system has long 
suffered from under-funding of its basic mission. There is a backlog of several billion dollars 
needed for significant restoration and resource protection 

The result is that not only the national park system but state and local park systems do not 
perform the role in American life they should. There is an ominous problem--visitation has soared 



The Honorable Vlilliam J. Clinton 
January 31, 1997 
Page2 

and budgets have fallen. The results are loss of urban open space, reduction of scarce wildlife 
habitat, loss of much needed outdoor healthy recreation opportunities for young people with a 
resulting increase in crime and despair. 

We believe that despite the very stringent budget constraints which the nation faces, there 
is now a window of opportunity to help restore and expand a national system of parks. Every 
measure of public opinion indicates that the environment is high on the list of public priorities. In 
particular, parks are cherished. The recent victories of bond issues to buy additional lands in New 
York, California, and other states support this conclusion. The recent creation of the Americans 
for our Heritage and Recreation advocacy group at Asilomar, California brings together for the 
fi rst time national, state and local grassroots organizations in support for funding for national and 
local parks through the Land and Water Fund and other measures. The growth and activity of 
local land trusts, which now number well over 1, I 00 across the country, also bespeaks the public 
concern and interest. 

Many, if not most, of the needed tools are in place. The Land and Water Conservation 
Fund, if fully appropriated, can be an effective mechanism of recycling one publicly owned 
nonrenewable resource--offshore oil--into another much needed one--parks. The lntermodal 
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act has been and should continue to be an extremely important 
source of support for parks associated with transportation. The Department of Agriculture has 
important conservation programs, as does the Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
The challenge is to focus and make the most of these tools to save America's endangered system 
of parks. 

Parks should be a truly bipartisan issue. Many Republicans in Congress appear willing to 
work with the Administration. Senator Murkowski has announced that the Senate Resources 
Committee will be holding workshops and hearings on parks issues later this year, Speaker 
Gingrich is a potential ally for the efforts of Americans for our Heritage and Recreation. Many 
Republicans were on record in support of state and local environmental protection measures 
decided last November. 

Specifically, we urge you to initiate a review of America's system of parks to determine 
what the needs are and how they can best be addressed not only by the federal government but by 
state and local governments and private organizations as well. We urge that you create a 
government-wide task force to review the crisis and make recommendations to you and to the 
Congress. We envision this to be a short-term effort lasting no longer than six months in time for 
the ne~t federal budget cycle. Data is readily available from existing organizations, government 
agencies, and past reviews. We urge that this task force include participation other levels of 
government and the public through a series of hearings held in regions across the countl)' The 
federal task force should be led by the Secretary of the Interior but should include other federal 
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I DRAFT or ec LBTTBR 

INITIALS: BC/ tfs / 

DRAFT DATE/ LETTER DATE: Aug 12 199? 

CLEAR WITH: WHCC: 

CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESSED TO: 
Mr. John H. Adams,1 .JV. 
Larry Rockefeller, Henry L. Diamond, 
Patrick F. Noonan 
merican Conservat:ion Association, Inc. 

30 Rockefeller Plaza 
ew York, New York 10112 

Dear ~ Fi,~ 

DOCUMENT TITLB: /slr/p/adams.john.tfs 

CORRESPONDBNCB #: 3629774 

CC: Dionne Hardy, 0MB, 249 
OEOB 
Lyun Cutler, IGA, 106 OEOB 
whCC: Mayor Victor Ashe 
P.O. Box 1631 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37901 

APPROVAL/ENCLOSURES/SPECIALINSTR: 
'I'his is VERY old. I forwarded this to 0MB 
in February and asked them to respond per 
CEQ. However, a letter never went out to 
Adams, et. al. Now the mayor of Knoxville 
is asking about the letter. IGA said the 
letter should be POTUS sig. for pol. 
reasons. Draft is from OMB/Energy, 
Natural Resources, and Environment 
Division and cleared by Lynn Cutler. 

r/1(_ 
Tha!lk yoc for your letter regarding ete~s to 

'o,t r-f 
protect! our ?tion' s parks'{!) 

~ 

:rem accelcrat i ng tbreats and deterioration! I regret ~he delay in 
t-"" ~r~ 

response, but< fer ~ems ~Qasen four letter_J-w--t reached my desk. 

I appreciate your support for all of our parks -- from the "crown jewels" 
#-l 

col\.lesser known urban and wildland parks that many consider to 
Ct_ 

represent "the best idea America ever had. 11 

increased funding from the Land and Water Conservation Fund for land 

acquisitions in national, state, and local parks. 

As you are aware, the Administration insisted during negotiations with 

Congress on the Bipartisan Balanced Budget Agreement that an additional 

$7oo million be provided for priority federal land acquisitions and 

exchanges• Secretary Babbitt and Secretary Glickman are co-chairing the 

formulation of the Administration's recommendations on priority projects 

Al 1r, 1 2 1997 
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• racy •. S1.ss r • 8/05/ 7 03:01 :04 PM 

Record1 TYipe: Recor · 

Lynn G. Cu I r/ HO/ Q,P 

cc: 
- ·-. r,e· A 1er·,c ,n c• onserv .tio1n Assocja ~on Subject: 1:e~- ~-

Lynn .. 

the diraft from 0MB for the letter fron1 the American Conservatio~ Association, which w_as 
I fin,ally go b Ashe . Pie. a. se let ime know if you have any problems with the t ,ext. If not, I will or r, i::::.. .,~ - y . . ay,o r . . . . . . . 
sen _ i ~ for pro,cessirig. ,Mayor .Ashe will receive a copy of the letter. 

T an s very much fo,r y,our patience. - Tracy 

PARKS.WP Text is below 

Thank you for your l,etter regarding steps. to pr,otect our Nationfs 
parks from accelerating threats and deterioration. I regret the delay 
in response, but, for some reaso1n, your letter just reached m1y d,esk9 

I appreciate y,our support f 1or all of our par 1ks -- from the ncrown 
jewelis" to lesser known urban and wildla1nd parks -- that many consi'der 
o represent 11 the bes,t id1ea Ameri 1ca ever lhad. u Your letter recamm1ends 

increased f ·unding from the La1nd and Water 1Cons,e,rvation F1un.d for 1,and 
acquisi ions in national, state, and l,ocal parks. 

As y1ou are aware, my Administration in1sisted during n,egotiations with 
1Congr.ess on the Bipartisan Ba'lanced Budget Agre1ement that an 
additio,nal $700 mi 1llion be provided for priori1ty fe.de:rall la1nd 
acquislti,ons and ,exchanges. Secretary Babb:itt and S,ecretary Glickman 
,are co,-chairing he formulation o•f ·the Admin'stration•s 
recommendations ·D 1n priority projects for special f 'unding w"th the new 
fu1nds obtai·· ed in the BBA. We will give se,rious consideration in our 
final defib,era ion.s to your views on the nee,d for state-side funding 
from the Lan,d and Wat,er Conservation Fun,d. 

Your letter also recommends a review of America's system of parks to 
etermine what he n1eeds are and how they can best be addressed .. In 

par , the Nt _Jonal Pa k Service (NPS) ·s responding to this 
re•co,mr:iendati 1on ,by ,developing, with significant p,ub,lic inp,ut, a 
s r te 1c pl n: an,d oals under the a1uspices of the Governm,ent 
Performance nd Results Act of 1993. In addition, Congre s recently 
reau horlz d th· Nation · 1 Park Syste Advisory Board to ensure that 









Record Type Record 

To: Tracy F. Sisser/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Sub1ect: Draft response to Adams letter 

GOOD MORNING TRACY: 

DIONNE 
IIARDY 

08 '05197 IO 3 I :25 AM ·-

per the below mentioned email from the NRD division, attached is the draft language you requested 
for the adams letter. if you have further questions, please call. 

---------------------- Forwarded by Dionne Hardy/OMB/EOP on 08/05197 10:30 AM ---------------------------

__ J_c_._c_r_u_tc_h_f_ie_ld--,-:-:---,--,-------------·· ~--
08/05/97 10:23:00 AM ~ 

Record Type: Record 

To: Dionne Hardy/OMB/EOP 

cc: Janet E. lrwin/OMB/EOP, Marvis G. Olfus/OMB/EOP 
Subject: Draft response to Adams letter 

Attached is a draft response to the Adams letter, incorporating Ron Cogswell's comments. 

Dionne advises that WH Correspondence asked for draft language, but did not specify who would 
be the signatory. Dionne, the letter includes the phrase "He asked me to respond for him" so that 
the letter could be sent by Raines, the VP, or some other party. 

Hope this meets your needs. Thanks. 

D 
ADAMS.AC 



• 02: 

ecord T • 
t 

To . 

C : 

s 

O - 0 B • II ro • e _r1a Ian 1 ·e for POTUS sig_. I'll run i by y 1ou w 'hen i,t comes back. (Should 
be c . o 1 . or o I orro ) 

I II o --_ r I e letter rom Mayo Finlkbei11er to you. U1 ndoubtedly, thie President will hav,e the 
pport ni _ o, cor e po 'nd with th·e mayor s1ome -ime in t lh·e near future. 

h s, Trac . 

------------- --------- Forwar ed by Tracy F. Sisser _ HO/'EOP on 07/30/97 02:08 PM ---------------------------

t 

l 

i Lynn G. Cutler 
I 07/3 10 /97 02:03:0,8 PM 

---~ ~~ s.....,. C ~ 
F ,.-

Record Type:. -ecord 

To: T cy ,F. Sisser/WHO1/EOP 

cc~ 

ub·ect: Re : correspondence ~ 

I know it 's real'ly late to, :have th,e Preside1nt s1ign the letter on the riv,ers, etc., but it would sure help 
·me politically if he could, with a line of ,apolo · y about the delay~ THanks . 

Yo can d:o a POTUS let er t io, :F1inkbei1n,er i you wa:r t , o • I'll dl,o i he way I'm do'in the others 



-

Tr c ' 

ecord T pe: 

To: 

cc: Lynn 1~ Cutler/W !QJ,EOP 
Subject: correspond1ence 

1 e mess ge hiat y 10,u go was1n1' t exactlly right - The letter . was inquiring about was fro,m the 
• me, Ican Cons,erv1ati1on Associati 1on, which w,as for,warde 1d to Lynn Cutler b,y M 1ayor Ashe of 
noxville, Tenn. The draft is bei, g prepared by 0MB, and I just wanted 'to, kno,w if yo1u/Lynn: 
anted his to ,e for the ,P'resident• s s,ignature or for Dire1ctor Raines' sig. The letter is dated 

-31 -97, ,and it is concerning the state of thie national par:k system. (P1erh1aps it would b1e better to 
send fro1m Raines because .it's so al,d .. I 1h,ad sent the original letter over for OM,B response per CE 1Q 
mo,nths ago_) P1l,ease le m,e know wh,at you think. 

,2) Mayo1 ir Finkbe,iner of Toledo has sent anoth,er fetter to the President. He applauds the Pr1esident 
for h1is re,marks at the 1Con1ference of Mayors, but also asks th11e Preisde:nt to include cities of 
,250,000 to 500,000 in the Empo'werment and Enterprise ,Zone programs. Since this is the 01n,ly 
let _er in 1espon1se to the Confer1ence 'Urging the President to take action, I thought we cou!ld do a. 
POTUS repl1y. Draft is attached. Ag ,ain, please let me know if this is ,ok, or 1if yo,u would rather 
handle :it hrough y,o,ur offic,e, like the other f,etters I sent at the end ,of last week. 

FINKBEIN.W 

hanks v1e y tn 'uch for yo, 1ur as,sistance. Tracy 

11 
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and budgets have fallen . The results are loss of urban open space, reduction of scarce wildlife 
habitat, loss of much needed outdoor healthy recreation opportunities for young people with a 
resulting increase in crime and despair. 

V-.'e believe that despite the very stringent budget constraints which the nation faces, there 
is now a window of opportunity to help restore and expand a national system of parks. Every 
measure of public opinion indicates that the environment is high on the list of public priorities. In 
particular, parks are cherished. The recent victories of bond issues to buy additional lands in New 
York, California, and other states support this conclusion. The recent creation of the Americans 
for our Heritage and Recreation advocacy group at Asilomar, California brings together for the 
first time national, state and local grassroots organizations in support for funding for national and 
local parks through the Land and Water Fund and other measures. The growth and activity of 
local land trusts, which now number well over l, I 00 across the country, also bespeaks the public 
concern and interest. 

Many, if not most, of the needed tools are in place. The Land and Water Conservation 
Fund, if fully appropriated, can be an effective mechanism of recycling one publicly owned 
nonrenewable resource--offshore oil--into another much needed one--parks. The Intennodal 
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act has been and should continue to be an extremely important 
source of support for parks associated with transportation. The Department of Agriculture has 
important conservation programs, as does the Department ofHousing and Urban Development. 
The challenge is to focus and make the most of these tools to save America's endangered system 
of parks. 

Parks should be a truly bipartisan issue. Many Republicans in Congress appear willing to 
work with the Administration. Senator Murkowski has announced that the Senate Resources 
Committee will be holding workshops and hearings on parks issues later this year, Speaker 
Gingrich is a potential ally for the efforts of Americans for our Heritage and Recreation. Many 
Republicans were on record in support of state and local environmental protection measures 
decided last November. 

Specifically, we urge you to initiate a review of America's system of parks to determine 
what the needs are and how they can best be addressed not only by the federal government but by 
state and local governments and private organizations as well. We urge that you create a 
government-wide task force to review the crisis and make recommendations to you and to the 
Congress. We envision this to be a short-term effort lasting no longer than six months in time for 
the ne~t federal budget cycle. Data is readily available from existing organizations, government 
agencies, and past reviews. We urge that this task force include participation other levels of 
government and the public through a series of hearings held in regions across the country. The 
federal task force should be led by the Secretary of the Interior but should include other federal 







Richard Moe 
President, National Trust for Historic Preservation 

Donald W. Murphy 
Director, California Department of Parks and Recreation 

Patrick F. Noonan 
Chairman, The Conservation Fund 

Paul C. Pritchard 
President, National Parks and Conservation Association 
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Natural Resources Defense Council 

D uglas p Wheeler . . 
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Secretary, 
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